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West Virginia,
An dlection was held in West Vi:rgitt.:in
he ratification or rejection
z:'?ig;g:e:l amendment to the State
Oonstitution, which has been under con-
sideration for more than two years psst.
The proposed amendment removes politi-
eal disabilities on account of color or par-
ticipation in the late civil war.
1£ it shounld be adopted, and there seems
to be little donbt in regard to it, several
thousand citizens, disfranchised because
they were Confedcrate soldiers and sym-
pathizers, will be allowed to vote who have
not done so since the war. In this event,
West Virginia, like Missouri, would b?-
come one of the most reliable Democratie
States in the Union.

An Imperial Vistlor,

It is announced at the Russian Embassy
that his Imperiai Highness the Grand
Duke Alexir, third son of the reigning
Czar, Alexander II, of Russia, will visit
this country about the first of July, and
appropriate steps are being taken by the
State Department and the diplomatic
corps to extend a cheerful welcome. The
Grand Duke is now bat a liitle over twen-
ty-one years of age, and is thoronghly de-
voted to his profession as an officer of the
Russian navy. He will leave Cronstadt
early in Jone, in an imperial yacht, ac-
oompanied by an escort of four or five ves-
pels, and after receptions at New York and
Washington on his arrival, will make a
tour of tho Eastern, DMiddle and Weslern
States, and probably roturn home by way
of San Francisco and Asia,

Judge 1lussell,

The Raleigh Sentind! says it learns
that Judge Russell intends to resign for
the purpose of running for the Conven-
tion, with the nnderstunding that Gover-
nor Caldwell is to re-appoint him after-
wards. Wec have not heard of this before,
bat we could see Judge Russell * sign with
considerable patience, even should Lie nev-
er return to the beuch. Wa are satizfied
that his continued retirement would not
injare the reputation of the bench for
legal lore.

Bat with this we have npothing to do.
Judge Russell may or may not resign. He
is the Judge of this District, and so long
as he remains in office and proves worthy
of it, all the respect due his official posi
tion should ba shown him. Dat the fol-
lowing extract from the Sontincl is worthy

the attention of the public. It says:

Judge Ruoesell has not been to Bampson coun-
ty for two yeare, as we are informed, because
of threatening letters received from that portion
of his judicial vineyard. Jodge Duoxton, who is
not afrsid of the devil, and has more courage
than Logsn, Buseell, Holden and Abbott all
combined, has held court for Judge Ruseecllin
this Kn-Klox connly (=0 called).

Judges like Logan and Russell, who are afraid
to hold court in their own circuit, are not fit ad-
visers of the people. If tliey wers ever 8o wise
end entertained political views good for the
country, a threat, a elight inenace wounld be svfli-
cient {0 drive them from their plans and pur-
posos.

Now if this be the true ocondition of
affairs, and as Bampson Court is soon to
convenec, we hope the good people of that
county will, like those of Oleveland, offer
to escort Judge Russell to Olinton, and be
his body gunard daoring his stay. Jadge
Russell dwelt considerably upon the ter-
rors of the Sampson county Kun-Klux in
his testimony before the Senate *‘Ouatrage”
Oommittee—in fact he gives his opinion
as to their ocertain existence in three
and probably in every couniy of his
judicial distxict except Drunswick and Co-
lnmbuos—bnt we did not know that he
slood in personal dread bhimeself. If he
does he has had the discretion not to boast
of it as Jadge Liogan Las d®ue, as if it was
a matter to be proud of.

We hope, bhowcver, that our Ralecigh
cotemporary is mistaken sbout this mat-
ter. Burely a Judge who i3 afraid to hold
Court ought to resign whether he wants to
run for the Convention or not.

The Judiciary -and Crimes.

We publisl: clsewhere a letter from a
gentleman well known throoghout North
Carolina, addressed to Senator Brag, in
regard to the recent conduct of Judge
Logan, and the cowardly falsehoods he
reported in Washington in regard to the
condition of affairs in Cleveland county,
The object of this falsifier and dastard was
palpable, The Ku-Klux and the Am-
nesty Lills were both pending in Congress,
and Governor V.ance's chances of admis-
sion to the Scnate were very promising,
The [account given in tho letter corres-
ponds fully with that heretofors published
in extenso in the Salisbury Oid North State.

It appears tha! Judge Logan dispatched
his messenger post-Laste, avowedly to
Raleigh to see Governor Caldwell, who,
it was well known, was at his Lhome in
Morganton, vithin a few hours’ ride of
Judge Logiu, Dat the messenger neither
stopped in Lialeigh to await the Governor’s
return nor sought him at Morganton, but
bastened to Washington City to have the
cowardly slanders and falschoods read in
fhe Scnate, to sffeet the pending legisla-
kion.

Just ench cowardice and partisanship on
the part of our Judges have eansed a very
large proportion of the disorders in North
Qarolina. The Tourgees, Logans, Wattses
and Jonescs of onr Deneh have been the
chief promoters of the outrages perpe-
trated by the Loyal Leagues and the Ka-
Klux, And we fear that disorders, in one
shape or anotlier, will continue until
respeet for the civil law is engendered
among our people, by a returning confi-

dence in the integrity, ability end courage
of our Judges: If the] Legislaturc had
‘‘persuaded” other Judges to resign
besides Judge Jones, the benefits could
hardly be overestimated. It is the height
of folly to talk about peace and order when
the very executors of the law are them-
selves the chief promoters of disorder and
lawlessness. It i3 useless to advise good
men to seek redress for wrongs in the
Courts if they are satisfied that the J udges
are corrupt partisans,

We are no apelogists for crime. We
have and will continne to denounce law-
lesiness wherever it existe, We shall use

'onr best efforts to prevent it, and bring

the criminale to justice. DBut we desire,
also to see the active, offlicial agents of
these disorders punished. Weo want men
heving in their keeping the well-being of
society, who use such important trusts to
serve selfish and partisan purposes to the
detriment of the public, to be hkeld toa
strict responsibility for their base conduet.
We venture nothiog in saying that judieial
orimes have done more to injure North
Carolina than the Loyal Lesgues aud
EKu-Klox combined—indeed, the corrap-
tion of our Judges has been the fruitful
source of lawlessness and crime upon the
part of these two secret organizations.

Paper Lepnal Tender Money Constitutional,

The Supreme Court of the United States
has decided that the legal-tender actis
conetitational, overraling the decision of
last year, which declared that contracts
for the payment of money made before
the passage of the legal-tender ect could
pot be paid in green-backs and must be
paid in gold,

The decicion of last year was illogical—
that just made is logical. If the Govern-
ment has authority to make nnything else
than gold and silver coin & legal-tender in
the payment of debts, and it makes paper
money issned by itself a legal tender, that
paper money becomes, to all intents and
purpcsee, as effisient in the payment of
debts as gold and silver coin ; and it can
make no difference whether the debt was
contracted before or after the time when
the Government made paper money issued
by itself a legal-tender. Gold and silver
coin is not a legal-tender until made so by
Government authority, snd paper earren-
ey is not a legal-tender no more than isi
gold and silver eoin uunless made so by,
the Government.,
The only anestion is the authority of the |
Government in the piemiser. If the au-
thority be once conceded, then the deeci-
sion of the 81 preme Court of the United
States just made i3 correct and logiecal.
The autkscicy conceded, the Congress can
issuc stamped paper—not promises to pay,
like the present greenbacks—and make)
that stamped paper a legal tender, the
same as it can make gold pieces,
and marked by the Government, legal ten-
der in the payment of debts. Doth are
such by virtue of Government authority
only. Everything depends upon the au-
thority. The Conrt rules that the author-
ity exists ; hence thereis no distinction
between gold legal-tenders aud peper legal-
tenders.

!

Wourp it Nor be advisable, in view of |
the contemplated visit of the Congression-
al Committee appointed to investigate the
alleged Ku-Klux outrages in the South,
to probe these Ku-Klux stories put afloat
by Radicals to the bottom, by snmmoning
before our grand juries all the leading
Northern men, all the Radiecal officiale,
national, State and municipal, including
members of the Legislature, and Radical
editors, to testify what they know about
these alleged Ka-Klux crimes. North
Carolina kias suffered much by the cvi-
dence of her juadges, golicitors, sheriffsand
other officials before the Benzte Outrage
Committee.
jaries are at fanlt for the escaps of the
criminals—that true bills will not be pre-
sented against them. Why not, as they
all speak with such absolate certainty of
the existence of the Ka-Klax and their
criminal acts, have thbem summoned be-
fore the grand juries, espeeially in those

oeive a throatening letter while holding Qourt in
tach to it that I am sure I have n. ver mentioned

It would have been
other erron=ons intimations and mi‘representa-

others were to nndertake to snewer everything

great labor and inconvenience—in fact it wouid

They all agree that the grand ;

that connty, but so little importancs did I at-

rsons, apd I am gaite
ve not spoken of it.—

rather late in the
frightened at EKu-Klux
letters, in 88 much us I had many before that
time containing the ssme kind of threats. I will
pot trespacss upon your columnes by refuting the

it to more than four
convineced thst they

day for me to be

If Iand

tione contained in the same sarhecle.

of that character which sappears in partisao
newspapera, we wonld su’ ject ourselves to very

be impracticable, and the gams wonld not be
worth the candle. I will suggest, however, that
by examination and reference, you will see that
in one particular you have miesstated what I bave
gsid, and in another thrown ont an intimation

totally uoanthoriz-d

Not entertaining any epeccial fear abtont go-
ing to any county, I sball hold tie Oourts
whenever required to do so by law, acd will pro-
bably hold the Court of that county if I see pro-

per to remsin on ths beneb,
Ycurs, &c.,
DAN. L. Russern, J=u.

REMARKS.

We are always glad to do justico to
those whosa public course we fecl called
apon to criticize. Indeed, witbout such a
disposition, we wousld have bata poor
opinion of our own commesnts. We pab-
lish the above letter with pleasure.

So far as we may have misstated in oue
particular or thrown out any ooaathor-
ized intimation in regard to the Judge's
testimony, we shall let the publie decide,
as we shall publish all the material por-
tions of the evidence of Judge Russell be
fore the Senate ** Oulrage ” Committee in
a day or two.

If our Judges counld forget that they
were partisans themselves, they would
have less cause to answer attacks from

¢« partisan 7' newspapers.

Judge Hussell,

We publish this morniug, at considerable
length, extraets from the lestimony of
this pablic funetionary, before the Outrage
Committee at Washington City, that onr
g:oders moy soo the representations ho

indifferent to so many threatening letters
as His Honor decleres bimeo!f to be. We
think the Judge was right in pot being
afraid becauso of these letters, nor indeed
do we thiok any uprigh: Jndge bad any
ground for apprchension becausa of & bold,
fearless discharge of his whole duty,
Wa wish we conlid «xpress an unqaalified
apprubation of His Honor in other re-
spects, or rather, that his condunet had
been sach as to merit :it. We would prefer
that he bad felt cuough iuterest in ‘so
grave a malter us to be able to remember
whether or not he had directed tho “‘par-
licular attention™ of the Graud Jary to so
foul a ma-der us tLat he alleges was com-
mitted ia Sampson, aud hi, tos, in the
face of the faet that it a*tracted his own
¢ particuler atteotion " sufliciently to in-
duce him to ** tronble bLimself to inquire
privately of negroes and with one or twe
Unio: men io that ecunty ” in regard
thereto. The Judge bl!ames Grand Juries
for failure to do their duty, The eensare
would come far more appropriately from
one who bad been muie eetive in the de-
tection aud punishment of the murderers
of a ““colored man who was ssid lo have
been a promioeunt geontl mas sud Repub-
lican in the county.”

1f the highest judicial officer manpifes's
an indifference to tho peiformance of his
publie datizs, we respectfully submit that
he is estopped, as the lawyors say, from

ensuring his sabordinates for being also
indifferent. If, as the Judge swears, *‘ in
nine cases cutb of ten the men wbo commit
the ecrimes coustitute or sit ic the Grand
Jury, when they themselves, or their near
relatives or friends, sympathisers, aiders
or abettors,” it would seem to have been
the especial duty of a Judge, who did not
entertain **any special fear,” at leust to
have meade their failure and his owun per-

makies as to Yie condition of affairs in our

own State.

We have had ce2asion more than once, |

snd gpeeially in referencoe to the late tron-

| bles in Nortk Co _lina, to epeak not un- | ‘?i"le

kindly of Jadge ilussell, TFecling assared
thet those troubleg, at least in the central

portion of the State, arose from the want

stamped | of confidence justly created by the conduect, |

judicial aud otherwise, of Judge Tourgee,
we went so far as to suggest an exchange

. ) v
|of ecireunits betweon Jundge Tourge2 and | terrox

Juige Rassell, as a remedy that would re-
stora t> a healthy eondition the disordered
state of affairs tben and tuere prevailing.
We did this becanse wo thoaght Judge
Rnossell, though too ycupg and inexpe
rienced, too little learned in the law to
make an able jundge, had ehown by bLis
withdrawal from active participation in
partisan strife, that be hal a correet ap
preciation of judicial propriety, and be-
ecause wo thoangbt that Laving bLeen born
and reared in the State, and that being
identified in blood and affection, as well as
in intercst, with the people vpomwho:wm all
hope of future preferment and reputation
depend, bz wonld at least be a fuithiul
and unbiased Judge.

We knew that it was not to be cxpeected
that the legil opinions and judieal utter-

strong nataral abilities, whose whbole span
of life had baraly exce:ded twenty brief

Rufin or a Badger, hat we did bave Lope

bar to a faithfal, bold and zealous dis

charge of the daties of bis high cflice.
We hoped ha was so weoll :atisfied, that

to ¢ act woll his pare "’ Juadc was the

counties in which they say men cannot ex-
ercise their rights of citizenship, and that
life and property of ‘‘Unionists’’ and ne-
groes are not safe.

For instance, Judge Rassell says in his
evidence that he is certain that in his dis-
triot the Xu-Klax have an existence in
Sampson, Duplin and Bobeson, and thinks
they havein New Hanoverand 13laden. That
in Sampson and Daplio, as well as Anson,
Oumberland and a few other ccunties in
the State their organization is so powerful
and terrible that citizcns are not only oat-
raged, but that many are deterred from
voting and many forced to vote against
their opinions. Now if Jadge Rassell
should be unwilling to call the attention
of the grand juries to thosc matters in his
public charge it is perfectly competent
for him to go before them as a witness,
and under the soal of secrecy enjoined by
their oathls of office, to put them in ful]
possession of all the information he may
have. As a sworn conservator of the peace
it is his plain duoty to do to. The oath
taken by the grand juror to kecep secrst
his own, the State’s and his fellow’s coun-
sel, was designed to meet just such a con-
dition of affairs as Judga Ruesell alleges

s W
surest road to honor and preferment, that
for this, if for no other reason, he would
refuss utterly to drag the judicial ermine
inthe political mirein whiel his party
friends were flonndering.

We had not then before us the cxzample
of John Pool.

The speotacle v
lina unblushingly wmaligoing, traduacing and
glandering our good old State, had not
then made us realiz2 fully the fact that
continued affiliation with the radiecal party
was utterly inconsistent with proper feel-
ing and proper conduct.

We have peen disappointed 1 Judge
Russell, After reading the sworn state—
ments made before the Ontrage Committee,
we feel sure our readers will agree with
us that he bas mnot come up to the
full measure of his duty ssa swornu Conscr-
vator of the Peace,

If is not oar purpose to cnquire into
the causc of this failare to perform his
manifest duty, furtber than to receall to
the recollection of our readers that on yes-
terday we publisbel a letter from the
Judge disclaimiog ‘“ any epecial fear ” in
the premises. OQOur only purpose now is to
inquire whether or not the Judge has, up-

£
i

to exist,

What we say in regard to Judge Russeli
applies as well to Judges Settle, Logan
Henry, Solicitors Lusk and Bulla, Sheriff
Lee, and other peace officers who have tes-
tified so abundantly in regard to the disor-
ders in North Carolina. Dy all means, let
grand juries sumrmon these and other offi-
eials before them., Let us investicate this
matter thoroughly. Grand juries owe it to
themselves to disprove these slanders in
regard to their faithlessncss and disregard
of their oath.

We are satisfied that in no instance in
North Carolina have grand juries failed
to present true bills when proper and suf-
ficient evidence has beon presented. It
seems that these peace officers who know
so much in regard to these crimes, have
failed to report them to the proper tribu-
nals, Now let the grand juries seek them
and get from them all they know. Let
them sift the matter thoroughly, and see
how much of this evidence is based npon
positive knowledge, and how much of it is
political hearsay, gathered from ignorant
negroes, false nmewspaper reports, and the
stale falsehoods of political mendicants,
who slander our people for their own
selfish puarposes.

Letter from Judge Russell,
Arrrir 28, 1871.

_ Editor Journal :—If you are disposed to do
justice, you will publish this, my answer to the
charge which you have copied from a Raleigh
paper, to the effect that I am afraid to hoid Qourt
in Bampson county. Itis false that I bave not
held Court in Bampson for two years. I have not
resided there for the last two terms, having
ast Bpring exchanged that county wirh Judge
Buxton, and last Fall we exochanged balf of our

on his own showing, been vigilant in tak-
ing proper precantionary measures to pre-
serve the peace, or has been active ia t k-
ing proper steps to cecure the deteelion
and punishment of the viclaiors thereof,
and in this cnquiry it is matexrial to bear in
mind {bat the Judge docs not entertain
‘“ any special fear.” This fact would scem
to have fitted him peculiarly for the posi-
tion he occupiced and cught to have ren-
dered his duty an casy one. There might
be sonmic pailiation for failure to perform
duty on the parl of oflicerc who lived
under the reign of terror that his
Honor swears exisied, and who were
cognizant of the want of securi-
ty for life and liberty and property that
attached to an avowal of union proclivities
or a partiality for the Iederal Govein-
ment. Even now it seems to us 1lis Honor
will be derelict in leaving the Dench, a
possibility to which be alludes, for the rea-
son that he is so well fitted to calm the
troubled sea of discontent, or rather to
destroy that reign of terror that, accord-
ing to His Honor, still existed at the time
he made his sworn statement,

If His Honor b2 correet in his sworn
opinion that the state of ithings he
testified to stiil eristed, was “‘ just as
bad now as it ever was,” it is high
time to pat an end to this carnival of crime,
and we sre indeed fortunate in having in
the person of the highsst jadicial function-
ary in the District an officer who is not
under ‘‘any special fear.” In this view
f the case it wonld seem to be his plain
duty to remain upon the Lench, for the

respective circuits, It is tzue that I did once re-

reason that his succeseor may not be so

ance of a mere yoath, even if he possess:d |

gammers, should be equal to those of al

that youth and inexperisncas wonld be ro |

a native son of Caro- |

formance of duty palpable,

| A like indifference was manifested
lin  regard to the outrsge in Cum-
tberland iast December, committed

His Ilcnor was holding Court.

| His Honcr swore that he had ioforma-
'tion from ‘‘aporson who was entirely
| reliable,” that the victim of tha oatrage
| was 10 the same town with Lim aid conld
| swear to two of the perpetrators, and yet,
'strange to say, knowiog the reign of
I that existed ana the alleged
| unwillingness of victims to testifly, he tock
'no steps to bave the man vronght before
|the grand jury, where he conll by com-
;ppul!c-.l to testify. Iunstead of this he cone

spect to at least two-thirds of the Btate

tends over most of the State, for I have
taken the trouble to inform myself in re-

where these depredations have cceurred,
and from what I eonsider reliable aathori-
ty, my opinion is very decided that it is

atterly impoesible to secure anything like
& fair trial in sny case where any person
belongs to any of these secrot organiza-
tione or clans, Constitntional Union
Guards, &c.; utterly imposeible in any
such case to cbtain a fair trial on the part
of the State. In the first placa, it is diffi-
calt to procure a bill of indictmentthrough
the grand jucy. In nive cases out of ten

the men who commit the crimes constiiute
or sit on the grand jury, either they them-
selves or their pear relatives or friends,
sympatbizers, aiders, or abettors; and, 1if
u bill is found, it is next to impossible to
secure a cenvietion upon a trial at the bar

I bave heard of no instance in Nerth Caro-
lina where a convicticn of that sort has
taken place.

Question—Does that difficalty arise from
the prezence of members of the organiza-
tion on the jary, or from the appearance
of witnesses in Lehisif of the organization,
or both ?

Answer—From both, s» far as my infor-
mation goes,

Question—T'» what extent is that the
cass in the State at present ;in how many
counties or districts that youare awara of?
Apswer—Well, sir, my opinion is that
it is the cas> in every couuty whare these
crganizations have been introdaced. They
have not been introduced in all the coun-
ties, so far as my observation goes. For
instance, in my own district, I am suare
there are at least two connties where they
bave never been introdueced at all, anl oue
of these is a very sirong democratic couu

ty.

Question—Name them.

Apswer—Colombus and Brunswick,

Question—IHHow a8 to other ennntics c:f}
the distriet?

Answer—Well, sir, I speak merely from |
information. My opinion is it dors exist
in at least threo counties in tho distriot, |
The other three I am doubt whether it
does or not; at any rats, I havo nover soan
any evidencs in the othor three in tho jury-
box. .

Question— Whnt thres does it exist in?

Answer—Duplin, BSampscn and Robe

1
dad

soun. There have been no outrages by that
order in Reberoa., Well, there hiave heen
gome, I have nz doubt. but roge v
flagrant; I do vot knev bat I Gid¢ bLear of
their killing oea man. 1 believe the or-

ganization coxists in those thres conntices?
(3\1( stion —Do I understand !

yail, t

court amsing cat of this political organiza- |
tion, your beliof is that juslice canuot be
administered throngh the melium of jury
trial?

Answer —Lhst s my decided opinion.

Question—Ilrom yoar expericnse &as o
jodicial oflicer thore, can you suvsest t
i any ! lozini 1emoedy for

]
practicn! lozisintiva
this evii?

Anawer—YWell, sir, that vidic= numerou

| tented himself with sending a message to
! the man, a proceeding that he had noright,
| if o reign of terror actnally existed, to ex
| pust to end oftherwise than in the disip-
| pearunce of the witeess ! It would buve
| been baotter for the Judge, aud far better
| for the pecople, hiad he not been coutented
|80 often with ‘*troabling himeelf ” to act
| ¢ privaely.”
| **Nct evtertaining any special fear,” we
| ean see po palliation for his failure to
i ““trouble himself ” publicly. We must de-
| fer further comment to avother day.

r

'JUDGE RUSSELL.

constitntional qne tions; many of whieh I
| bave pot exaniucid, I did : 'y, and I say
now, that two yus ago, or even ene year
ago, if we hai had & ocmjeicit govern-
ment, competent lzislature, vl compe-
tent exo. utive, 1t eonld loave boen »u;-v[»t"c-t
ged l.)y the State anthoritios ll_?' the St

courts, snd Jhat iits fiaal trinmph is dae,
in agreat measare, to the incapacity of
those who Lave been intrusted with thw
administrat on of our governmental of
fairs in the State.

Qaestion—LD yoa  speak of thn
cient administration of the eivil coda
gelf, or the failare of legislation?

Answer—I speak in the first place of the
failure of the legislatura to afford the
neeegsary remediesio eriininal prosecution,
their partial failure to do that; aud second,

inefli
1t-

| EXTRACTS
BEFORE TIHHE SENATE ““QUIrRAGE"
COMMITTEE.

|
{

After the usual questions and answers
| a3 to the recidence end occupation of the
| witness, Judge Ilussell gave an account of
| the troubles in Robeson county. ‘The ex-
lamiua’.i-»u then proceeded as follows :
Quesiivn—Is there any other portion of
your district in which there has been any
disturbance of the public peace ?
Answer—There bave been erimes com-
mitted in some of the counties—in at least
two of them, to my knowledge; aud I have
reason to believe that in one of them, at
least, they were political,
Questicn—Whbich couaty is that ?
Avswer—Sampson,
| Question—VWhat was the character
that ?
| Answer--The most striking ins

{

of

‘ance 1 bave

]heard of was that of & colored man, who

was said to have been & prominent gen-
tleman and republican in the connty, who
wias called out to his door just after dark,
asod shot dead by a party of meu at the
fence. That occurred in the yoar 1808,
immediately after or during the presiden-—
tian eampaign. There has been no indict-
ment, and, so far as L have been informed,
no attempt to indist. That occurred with-
in a short distaace of the county towan, a!-
wost withio ti e corporate limits,

Question—Were the men in disguite who
committed the offense ?

|

were, I tcok the trouble myself to in-
quire privately of negroes, and with one
or two Union men iu that eounty, if they
Enew anythiog about the facts connected
with that murder.

f

i not be safe for them to reveal it.

Question —Was it the subject of investi-
gation before any magistrate ?

Answer—I never heard that it was,—
Whether it was before a coroner’s jury or
not, I cannotb say. It is usual to have sach
a jury, and the usna: verdict in such a ecase
is, death by scme person unkown to the
jury. Whether an inquest took place in
that case, I do not remember. There has
been no presentment or indictment before
the grand jury.

Question—Was the ocenrrence given in
charge tq the jury to invostigate ?

Answer—Tle occurrence was given in
commeoen with all other offences ngainst the
criminal law in tha county. I do not re-
collect whethber particular attention was
directed to that murder or not. It was
well koown in the community, and the
grand jury knew it as well as anybody else;
that is, the fact that the murder had oe-
curred.

Question—What was the political com-
plexion of that ecounty and its officers ?
Answer—Demoeratic,

_ Quaestion—In cases arising out of in-
jories alleged to have been inflicted by
this secret, disguised organization, do you
believe that there is apy difficulty in the
administration of justice in the couarts in
coqse%uence of ".a existence of the organi-
zation

Answer—Well, I do not remember that
there has been any indictment in any
cour’ over which I have presided against
these masked marauders. I have a very
decided opinion on that question, bat'I
cannot speak from any positive personal
observation,

Question—We would be glad to have
your opinion, as a judicial officer of the
county, of tike siate of things in your dis-
triot ? '

Answer—Do you desire me to speak
specially with reference to my district, or
elsowhere in the State ?
Question—Elsewhere in the State, if
your information is such as to have form-
ed an opinion upon it ?

e on
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FROM HIS TESTIMONY |

Auswer—I have never heard that they |

‘ The invariable answer |
was, if they had any knowledge it woald |

]

the atter failare of tho execative to carry
into effect snch remedies as were given by
the legislature.

Qnestion—Yonu mean by that the
which anthorized the Governor to use the
military?

Answer—No, gir; I do not moan that, 1
mean the ac: of assembly which gave bim
asuthority to push the prosecution in the
courts, Ior iustance, there was an sct of

}
sssembly which auathorized the removal,
e, of casca afier

oo b
& e b

ut the instaves of the Stat
a bill was found, from a conanty whero a
fair trial could not be had, toa forum, to
| be celected by the State. "That was en-|
|tirely unconstitational. The legislature |
| had a perfect right to do it. 'There were
'numerous bills of indietment found, with
' evidence suffizient in some counties. I am |
| entirely satisficd, but there was an utter|
| failare on the part of the Governor to em-
ploy ecounsel aud proseeute those eases by
removiog them to sich forums as wonld |
have affurded a fair trial; in consequence |
of which no convictions were had. '

Question —Was that daty imposed upon |
i‘ the Governor or upon the district sulici-|
tor?

Answer—I do not remember that in so
'many words the Governor was reqguired to |
'do it, but he was making pretense of put- |
'ting down the Ku-klux, Hie bhala scerct!
‘service fuud at his disposal, was employ-|
'ing detectives ail over the State, and in |
'some instances employcd couansel. The |
'solicitors in the cirenits did nct muake the |
:motion, and the Governor hud uub\ulvj
[ there to insist upon it. ’
I'5% * #

* * ¥ |
- Qaestion—To what extent does this.
stare of affairs to which you have te:tifled |
(exist at this time in the State ? l
] Answer—I think it is just as bad now
as cver it was. While holding ecourt, in
December last, in Cumberland coanty,
Iwhich is out of my cireuit—I exchanged
|eircuits with Judge Buxton—1I had relia-
bie information thata white man was taken
out of town, within tha vicinity of Fay-
etteville, in that county, and severely
whipped and scourged; the reason given
being thsat lie had voted theradieal ticket?
Question—Do you reeoliect bis name?
Answer—Raiford.
Question —Was any judicial
tion ipstituted?
Answer—Nooe whatever. Information
was brought to me, at mv reoms, that the
man was in towa, and I told the gentle-
man who broaght it to tell him to come
and see me. The statement was also mede
that he knew two of the men.
Qaestion—Was this statemen? muads bLir
the man who was injured ? )
Answer—No, bat by the party who came
to seeme. He said the man who was in-
jared was in town. I asked the gentle-
man if the man could swear to any of the
parties, The answer was that he conld
swear to two of thera, I then told the
gentleman to go and bring the man to myv
room that night, for the purpose of mak-
ing an aflidavit, so that [ econld isape a
bench warrant. 1le did not come, baut
sent me word by the same party that he
could not make an affidavit; that Lie feared
he would be killed if he did. I heard
that night that he could not be found, If
ke had appeared before me at all, it would
have been compulsory, and I conld not
compel him to make an affidavit,
Question—From your observations and
travels throngh the State, in the exercise
of your official functions, what i3 your be-
lief as to the effect produced upon public
security by these outrages that have been
committed?
Answer—Well, sir, I think, in those
counties whero these ontrages have taken
Elace, and the public have seeu that they
ave been done with impanity, there is an
absolute reign of terror, and there is no
sort of secarity to either life, liberty or
property in favor of any man against
whom there is reasonable suspicion that
he is & Union maa and favorable to the

iavestiga-

Answer—Well, gir, my information ex-

Government,

ions?

army; was a lerge slaseholder; and am now

of these ontrages of your own knowledge

| ownmg

[ the inimediate

as saying that 1a cases which cowe to your |

¥
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| this:

By Mr. Blair:
estion—What are your politieal opin-

_ Answer—I am a reoublican. I was born
in North Carolinga; waz in the Qonfederate

& copsiderable tax-payer and property-
helder, and entirely identified with the
people and interests of tha State of North
Carolina.

Qaestion—You do not profess to speak

at all, ouly from general opinion?

Avswer—No, sir; of course I Lavo seen
ncne of them committed.

Question—Youn say you ere not a mem-
ber of the Loyal League?

Ansv@‘—I am not.

Question—What is the purpose of that
organization, so far as you know?

Auswer—§So far as I know, the purpose
of it was to form ao organization in the
interest of the republican party. I have
understood, in faet I have been told by
one of the leaders of the leagne in the
Stute, that there has been no attempt {o
organize it for moro than twelve months
past. Vhere have beco no meetings, that
I am aware of, during that tima, When
it was first organized and was in progress,
in theeampaign of 18068, its meetings were
well known, The negroes were assembled
on my plantation aud in that vicinity go-
ing to the meetings,
* %* *

Question—DIid the establishment of this
Loyul Lepgue precede the  es teblish-
ment of what is kaown asthe Kua klux and |
other orgunizations?

Answer—-Well, the Loya! Licague was
kpown in North Carolinn before thore waa
auy public attention dirccted to what is |
now called the Kn klux-klen ; bat the in-|
trodnetion of the Leoyal Leagne in North|
Carolina was contemporaneons with the|
orgrnization of the republican party in|
the State, whieh took place in I867. By !
that time there had been numboers of out-
rages committed in the State by persons|
wi called themselves regalutors, end|
whose prineipal parpese scemed to hoe ‘.'.J]
break ap the negrocs, prevent then from

gr renot E!‘.:_’,’ !:'..ll-].c‘\, oaor \I’:'\'I)i':;f hrorse:
oy othier proveviy, and whoseo deprodati
were eonlined entively to negroes, 1 hes
of no instance cof ountrasine whits Ui
men., "those do; Iafious were i
ted very extensively, and many of them i
vieinity of one of my
dlie 1 mulcs were
ofl, 8o that no negro
mitule ox
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will not now.
Quaestion—Yon ¢
federate army ?
Answer—Yes,
1‘!stliuu (?ri;.‘_‘izln'li".' & 3ocesgignist?
Answer—Well, sir, T entered the Con-
federate army when I was {iftoen or six- |
teen yeaes old. I was not a wionist: |

{ofih | 1

I
L

2y you werein the Con- |

it

Gl b

L do not think I had asy politieal opinion Il \

of any sort very deeided,
ty-live now, L wentin
staid there a year or two.
anlall my instinets
sion, My
sion,
Qaestion-—You say you have Leard the
charge mads by demoeratie newspapers,
and I suppose by democrats generally, that
this Union Leagna was e-tablishe 1 for the
purposa of iatimidating end threatening
the negroes and preveating them from vot-
ing the demoeraiie tiekest?
Avsver—Yoes, sir, I said
newspapers, becanse really
the ouly sonrce froma which
got any soch inforamation. I do not kuow
that I have ever heard it from a public
spealer or ever heard the charge made in
private conversation.
Qaestion—Do yon know
public debt of the State?
Auswer —Very larg>, brought about by
very reckless and corrupt legislation in my
opinion,
Question—Aboat how mneh is it?
Auswer- 350,000,100 or

I smouly twen- |
about 1862, aod|
31_‘;' cdneation
wore against soces-
family were oppoced  to seces-

democratic!
that 1v about

|
|
i
I have (**.':‘r'

what is the

-L suppose about §33
£, 000,000,
(Quaestio +—What was it bofore the wazr? |

Answer—Abont $15,000,000 or $16,000,-
000,

Caestion—"Tbat is what i3 culled the
“late-war d Lt with the inteiost necomu-
lat:a?

Answer—Yes, eir.

Questivn—How do you say this addition
was brought about?

Answer—I think by the corrupt
reckless legislation in 1868 and 1869,

Question—Was that the legislature cleet-
ed under tho reconstruction aet?

Auswer—YXes, sir, and by the _2publi-
can party.

Question—Has the State reccived any
benefit at all from tho additional debt?

Aunswer—Very little indeed; it was in-
creased $14,000,000 or $135,000,000, end the
bonds were put into the hands of swindlers
who, in my opinion, have swindled the
State.

Question—\WWho were these men; wlere
did they come from?

Answer—Some of them were natives and
some of them were known as carpet-bag-
gers., Of the three principal persons two
were natives and one was a carpet-bagger, |

Qaestion—What wers their names?

Auswer—Mr, Jones, Mr. Swepson asnd
General Littleleld. Of course Iam gpeak-
ing very freely sod giving my opinion,
founded I hope npon sulficient reason,

Quaesticn— 15 that tha public opinion of
the State?

Answer—I think it is of all parties now,

Question—Is the Governor supposed to
be implieated in the corruption?

Answer—Well, there is a very gonersl
public impression to that effeet,” My own
impressioi, il you went to know it,
: I have no rcason to believe that he
18 actnally guilty of eriminal eomplicity in
these fraads, bat that much cf it, however,
is due to Lis imbecility and incapacity
* * # # # &

By the Chsirman:

Qacstion—Yon have stated two ianstan-
ces in your own circuit, aod onc in Ala-
mance county, where negroes huve lLeen
tried aud convicted for ouirsges upon
othier negroes; do yon know of any in-
stapces in the State ina which members of
the Ku-kinx organization have been tried
and convicled for oulrages committcd by
the "

Answer—1 havae alrealy eaid T have
never heard of a siugle irstance in all
North Carolina.

Question—What iz your helief as to the
security of the colored people is a class in
that State in conseqguence of {he cxistance
of that organization?

Answer—I1 think they 215 to be elassed
with thce white Unionists, [ think there
18 nd sord of scearity in those counties
where that organization has been intro-
duced and has fally developel itself.

Question—Are you satisfied that tho or-
gauization exists in nrilitary form, so that
it could be assembled for co-operation—
throughout the State for instance?

_ Answer—Well, sir, I do not think they
have cver contemplated that—that they
have never gone thatfar. I think that of
present they are only prepared to mecot in
eecret ccnelave to daeree the death of ob-—
noxious persons, whether white or Llack

anq canse them to be executed, and I m:r.:
satisfied it has been done in numerons in-
stances. ’

Question—You mean to
not gone that far i

Aunswer--No, sir
pose; because
much furthe
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say they bave
n puarpose?
. Not so much in pur-
I think their purposs goes
r than even thatquestion con
templates, I mean they have not got tha!
far in organization, in development?
Question—Have yon any idea of the
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